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Appendix D ~ Design Guidelines 
 
Facilities that impact pedestrian travel within the District of Columbia such as roads, intersections, signals, 
sidewalks, pedestrian crossings, ADA facilities, traffic calming, pavement markings and signage, are designed 
in accordance with a number of documents.  These are District of Columbia standards, specifications, and 
guidelines, as well as several other national documents including: 
 

 District’s Department of Transportation Design and Engineering Manual 
 District’s Standard Specifications for Highways and Structures 
 District’s Standard Drawings for Highways and Structures 
 Design Guidelines for Traffic Calming Measures for Residential Streets in the District of Columbia 
 District of Columbia Temporary Traffic Control Manual Guidelines and Standards  
 DDOT Pedestrian Safety and Work Zone Standards: Covered and Open Walkways 
 District of Columbia Municipal Regulations 
 AASHTO Guide for the Planning, Design, and Operation of Pedestrian Facilities 
 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) 
 AASHTO Green Book  
 DDOT Public Realm Design Handbook 
 Anacostia Waterfront Transportation Architecture Design Standards 
 Highway Capacity Manual  

 
As a part of the policy and design standard review described in Appendix C, these documents were examined 
to ensure that pedestrian facilities are being designed in line with national best practices.  The Pedestrian 
Facility Design Guide developed as a part of this plan focuses on recommended changes to the District’s 
Standard Drawings for Highways and Structures as well as developing new standard drawings to address aspects of 
pedestrian facility design not currently covered in the standard drawings. The Pedestrian Facility Design 
Guide is intended to compliment the policy recommendations in Appendix C. These two components are 
considered integral to each other.  Several of the features depicted in the Pedestrian Facility Design Guide 
require a change to existing District policy (Appendix C) or changes to the MUTCD (as recommended for 
the 2009 edition) in order to be adopted. 
 
The Pedestrian Facility Design Guide is not intended to look like a finalized product in its current form. A 
number of the drawings are copies from the Standard Drawings for Highways and Structures which do not require 
changes as they meet the recommendations set forth in this plan. However, other drawings are copies of the 
Standard Drawings for Highways and Structures with notes describing the changes required to make the drawing 
meet recommendations set forth in this plan. New drawings were developed for the design guide to support 
major policy initiatives recommended as part of this plan (i.e. a Pedestrian Hybrid Signal) which were not part 
of the District’s Standard Drawings for Highways and Structures. These new drawings show general design intent 
but are not fully cross referenced to the DDOT Standard Specifications for Highways and Structures.   Cross 
referencing, formatting, and a thorough review by DDOT staff will be required before these drawings can be 
incorporated into the DDOT Standard Drawings for Highways and Structures. 
 
A number of revisions are being proposed to the current MUTCD standards (2003 edition) which will be 
incorporated into a 2009 edition1. Many of the proposed changes provide additional clarity to existing 
pedestrian standards or describe new tools or techniques to accommodate pedestrians. Standards proposed 
                                                 
1 These proposed changes were published in the Federal Register on January 02, 2008 by FHWA, and are open to 
comment until July 31st, 2008. It is currently expected that a new MUTCD will be published in 2009 although this date is 
subject to change. 
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